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ABSTRACT 

This conference address touches on a variety of 
Issues In second langaage learning and underlines points that the 
speaker considers areas for thought and discussion. Initial renarks 
concern second language learning in Ireland. In his statements 
concerning second language learning in general, the speaker 
esphaslzes the Isportance of contact betveen teacher and pupil and 
the greater significance of subject natter over sethod. The speaker 
discusses the special obstacles vhlch the sodern age places in the 
vay of second language learners and cites the sudden nass novenent of 
pupils into secondary schools of various kinds as posing one of the 
greatest problens. Huch of the speech concerns the role of 
exasinations in general and in second language learning In 
particular. (?B) 
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First r.ntojrnatioDAl Cciif eireMcc- c.v .'^TESO}. , h^ld at 
Universsity College, Dublin on June, 1?'V:^ Xhewi^; j^st;?- 

in second languarja teaching. Che..* tmarj : A5rs. Maureen 
Concevnnon O'Drien. 

Presidential addresr. by Dr^ 6 Raif earlc^5 gh c^.t 11 rSM, 
on Wednesday, 27 June, 1973^ 



Madam Chairman, ladies and oentleman, 

It was a wry remark of Or* Johnwn , "Depend upon dt, ^-ir, 
when a man knows he is going to be hantjed in a lortnight, Jr. 

concern rates his mind wonderfully". Admittedly a 
Presidential address is not a hanging irtijtter, bul to prcijav*> 
one calls for quite an amount of concentration, nca to mancion 
occasional bouts of alarm and despondency such as doubtlos? 
Johnson had in mind. 

My particular reason for nuxed feelings in thn natter ^vn-; 
that on first concideration it had seemed to me a^: a former 
teacher a^^d former school inepe<;tor I should havt- a qood dcc.i 
to say on teaching as an art -j^nd a science. This was 
accordingly the kind of titlo suggested hy me to ou'r Conmittoo 
for this morning *s discourse. On setting some Ihoiights 
together under this heading, liowpvor , it soon became Clear 
that such an approach v-as liable to degenerate into a series 
of mmj^ni-scences, salted no doubt with an occasional amusing) 
anecdote o But while reminiscences and irnecdotes have? tn^^ir 
place in life, they would scnrcoly be appropriate at a cooJx.rerjcr. 
v/hich has brought to<:jeth*>r a large numbfix of practising tc-arlu rs 
who expect to hear of up^to-dato aidS; t<^chniques and ways and 
neans generally of adding to their professional knowledge sua 
improving their skills. 



Concannon O'Drievi. 
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Presidential addresr. by Dr ^ T» O Raif earlc.** cjh at 11 a,>.u 
on Wednesday, 27 June, 1973 r 
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Madam Chcxirman, ladies and gentleman, 

It was a wry remark of Dr* John.soA . ''DepenJ upon it ^ ;,-j.r, 
when a man knows he is going to be hanycd in a fortnight, Jr. 

concer.tratcs his mind wonderfully". Adinjttedly a 
President iai address is not a hanging m^itter, but to prcpiivi^ 
one calls for quite an amount of concentration, net to luencion 
occasional bouts of alarm <ind despondency such as doubtlos? 
Johnson had in mind. 

My particular reason for mixed feelings in th'*: matter w.-i-. 
that on first conciderakion it had seemed to me aj-: a former 
teacher fK;*d former school in^i'pector I shov.ld have a nood dec! 
to say on teaching as an art i^nd a science. This ^vas 
accordingly the kind of title? faiggested by me to ou^' Corunitt-^- 
for this morning's discourse. On setLiny some Ihor.ghts 
together under this heading, Iiowpvor, it soon became cxt^ar 
thcit such an approach v*as liable to degenerate into a series 
of rcmiui scan cos , salted no doubt with an occcisional amucsin-.^ 
anecdote » But while remin.i.scGn'jes and imecdotes have? tiv^lr 
place in life, they would scarcely be appropriate at a coo/(.r:c:?)cr 
which hai> broughf: to<^idthP»r a large numb^^^x of practising tc^'^Ui. is 
who expect to hear o:J up-^to-date aidS; t^x:hniques and w<vy.n ard 
neans generality of adding to thc-ir prof t^ssionrd knowleago aiia 
improving their skills, 

YoT^ n'ill pardon me, therefore, if this a.ddre£>s do^^s nci: 

/live 



live up directly to its title« . 

It did also occur to me to put myself the qucj5t5ovi 
whether perhaps your President should attenpt to let y^.:u hiw*» 
an expose of some particular aspect of *lanouac50 teachinn of 
vihich he h«id had speci'il oxperion'rr^ « But no, not thot oithrjr .. 
Offerings of ^:)ie kind arc the prcroc^ative of the various 
specialist contributors who coji^e to you dii'oct frow tlio f IcX^. 
of operations,, . ; 

What v;as left, thifin, as it s;of>iui*u to me, was to steer 
course b(*twcon Scylla and Charybdiii by entitliuy the addrcr-js^in 
my oun n]inrp>0/i loarninc} lanfmar^k Z^ and drawing j^our atlcntion 
in the course of it to a fcv^r generr.l aspects of the probTf;w 

* 

of language teacliing, asjjocts v;hich, while fvt a slight remove 

from teaching as an art and a sci«>nce and at a slight roi.iovo 

also from the direct purview of the teacher, \»ill oftoji 

vitally affoct progress in the classroom. My rodest j,H'r]K>i:e 

^gthereJorc is to try to sod some of the probleios which v/.ill be 

raised e^t this Conference in a slightly different light f n or« 

that uiv^er which they are usually viowed and, t\s well, to 

✓ 

put then to some SF:all extent in an Irish setting for you* 

The idea in introducing an Irish setting^illKV^uch an 
occasion as the present is that, on the one hand, professional 
visitors to a country are entitled to expect some enlightenment 
on the professional problems of their hosts and, on the otl*^^v, 
languaoe teacliing is of jjspecially great concern to us in this 
State, because all our primary teachers^ and very many of our 
second lev?*! ^cachers^ have in the forefront of thci^ dut;5<"^s 
the teaching of Irish as a second language » 

With this wc jreach the f^xst of the matters I should lil>.*. 
to submit to your considete^tion* The great problem with ^^hic-i 
this and all nuch conferences is concerned raight be put in 



r 



3. 



question form, "IIox/ best c:\n people loij rn a cecoml IrmQuagc?'* 
From the slightly dxfforont cvncjlc; of wJiJ^crh J have spoken a 
prior question will bo *'Vihy do people ^.ant to Xec^j n a secoi:.J 
language?", for to loam a second lanrjuagc or to learn anytJUno 
there imzt be adequate motivr.t ion* To say that in cuch or 
suich a school Irish. or Encjlibh or French or whato'^^^nr it be is 
tauQht is v.ot., as you all kno\v> to rsay that it it; lc.*^rned 
• effect ivoly there « Why, t)»cn, do so i:)any people ooi;><?:, not <'^1.1 
of t))om unv/illincily , to lanou;.(jc classcitV 

A foniier insp'v^ctor collofiovie of jiiine used to c'ver tJiat 
there are as many c\uJ.v;ers to this question there ric stuclont r,<. 
He was a lut^n to exaggerate Foiiet.ii.je&, but there Xh an c:?Icinv'j;t 
of truth in the ataterientr Here in .Trclraic? we haw, a case in 
point* The vern^iculav of 98?j of the Jyit^h people is Englii^\, 
but there ii> a fairly general feeling th?*t the Irir.h language, 
as the repository of a large pai t of our cultural heritage, 
shovild be ctutivated and chirr j/^hect* l-Jany of uf accojdingAy 
have 3 earned it vdth joy and pleasurcr Many othcrr* o.f us^ not 
so G?rongly motivated lauguage^-v/i^e j would iiev.*rthclcrf.i; liJcr: 
to Icnov/ Irish", if only v/c had itioro Jei^jure or if it:^ spel3ii>g 
did not look so forbidding or if its verJ>al syi^tem v;ere les£: 
complicated or for coiae oth^T^r »good» reason* (Indeeei^, it 
pasfios for a private joke amongrt us tliat the Irislv^p^^ople StK $ • 
a whole will do anything for the Irish language except learn -.t i ; 
Othtsrs again who learned it because they had to, have co:ne to 
like it| and still oth<irr&, even under cojspulsion, have nevo'^* 
got very far 'with it* Sowotirses whole groups shg.v a leaning 
for or against it. It is a well-knov/n phenuii^enoi: th<?.t ^there 
are cchools of which the pupilr, while Xaring^year after V^*^'^ 
Q [uitc well generally in the public exanination^- never laananft. 
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to «Kt4*iSfcit) a'^G.Tiirilc Mono^try result iii ? c.U.h* Ot^-jr sch^-c/Jii 
do vu)j.for:pay well in all Gv.V;jcH;ts, indiuUno Ixii^^lu Clccn:!*' 
thero Cvro ioxcQS <\t v;or]c hoc ot/ioi thaa tho schools and 
their toachersjp 

It i.s true, of course^ 1 h;^! the to-^chincj oi Irish is 
handica}j;>cd by the fact thai it is not beard ouLiiiic'e the-: 
clixssrooM, but tlii:; is the c:jil>c with u\'irA. i.^oconcl J **uK>u«'-9Cr.. ^ 
A wore keenly felt disincentive? :iy tl^^.t in idio'ij t:yi)1<ix 

pronuncJAt ion Irir^h is quite Uii.7.iko th?.' nc/7»:a?*. .vun of vverlo: 
Exjrop:;aM w^Q^^ikw 'Xjj^ ^ Fo r i2>st':.ric*vj ^ the vorb, nr^t tho auji'-v. 



coioes first in the sentence^, Kcjvertl;nl.«vf;5.| , y nui in'ii n'".: 

II 1^ \ IJTTl Cy^90Ci\ te^chinci could Lave* rer*torrfd it 
the vernacular, it woitld now be spoken throughout the lojxU- T^ : 
prjxnt I am na)d.nr? is thrrt wc do not roa.Uy Juio'vV very rmch ahor.i 
vthy or even liow a lanritirjrtr^ die:-; or is rtrstored, liiit; it r lcNnr 
.from Irish fxperioncc that tho toachino o^ lancaiAQo ai^ /i 
linQuistic ncdiuKi is not enough to havo xx tspokcm cjencraJiy » 
Our ancoGtral l/inyuAye oniiJirint^f; a literature doliny fxoMi 
the^'i^th contnry and is thur: not only r.n in:port?;n. part of 
our natiojial being but txlso o'£ wc^tc^rn U\irof>cj:ui civilisa.t;^on.« ' 
In the light o.f this v;« are all somewhat to bl«nc Tor not 
Jiaving 5:ef?n cloar3.y, as did Douc;la5i liydo and otJic^r early C*'ol:i. 
Learjuors nearly a centxiry A90, that there ns roons for a f^vr^ai: 
deal wore stress on Irish as }ico:t o.f our cultural h<^^.rDtan?* tiir..\ 
as an ihstruinent 0/ linyuistJCfs or coir.rnmicaticn* Xncideiuall.' . 
the ^5inister */or Educfxtion has rocontly anrounc.cd that hir:^ po'^cy 
for Irish iviil follow this lino* 

English too is a very interc!s;ting stibject in relation to 

O 
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lengui^QQ to&chinni but prei;>nts too v\iut n fiolci Lzx that rov\rc; v 
ho entered upoi) ^;r;r0. It i:;!^, hoie*tver, be re^rrted In :-\>:g 
th&t a soicond lanrraage it has all 1:he advaDtc-i jorj wlUch 
correspond to tba dxuulvdntnejc9 fro^a ulidch Irish QuffQXC ruder 
that hoaoipg. It should ti^oseforo p:s;oacnt lltl.l<2 or no 
difficulty to tho teacher or pupil« K^zt every tt^Acher of i-.x.rj\it::u 
as a second langu&9a knows tbat this IsJ far frca T^rdng tL j cvso* 
There therefor© u^ic^ oth^^r iTactor involved^ Th'\t factor xti 
of ooui:BO in the first placa 1;hat to iiafctor «xy cacvwl Ifcirjucno^ 
wI:;;tcoover ic a far ooxe demvdiuQ task is i/:n^rfrs.lly 

believed* In the second pl«*xc the EnglifJh laxigu^cjo^a rich 
vocabulary^ its wealth of idiom^ its extraordinary flexibiJJty^ 
coi^!S>arablo only to that of clasraical Groc'c (to wiiioh lau^miir;.;?^ 
liowever^ it is in opinion in^o^ior in point of cl?j;ity)> Sti: 
irregular verbs and the lack o£ law and o^cier in itt^ gr^j^u^ar 
and pronimciation^ all these nifcr an uphill stninrjle to the 
learner* 

To ap^ialcers of L-t?tin lanana5«?s Bn^^'^ls^h pre&Qntc the* cpcrirl 
difficulty (uhich of c&urr is part of xts? tj©r*iu5) of often 
having tm words^ the Geroianic ixvtd tha i^atin, for thsir on^, 
the L%tin« Paiailiiir inavanccs of this arw »<;o up* ^^nd 'ascend^ 
for French *ascendre*» •cosue-in and 'enter* for French »entrGr'^ 
^slgf* and Mieaven* for French *cj.el*» Of coitrso Freuch^toOi 
has its ovm incomparable geniuo isrhereby it does not nged a doublo 
vocabulary » Instead it makes use of the saoe word, depending 
on the context f in a variety of senses and thus can thieve 
the ctricte:!(t precision. Thi,s quality it derives of 
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course fxoft Latiiip which language v^as a taa^^tor of the r.rt o:^ 

using to tho fullost its constrict4;d fram^^^ork* If I ii^ay 

digtMS h0r0( I should lika to refer to a reioarkable iii&tiince of 

this which cane to SQr notice recently. Yoii will recall • 

Tennysos^s apostrophe to Virgil with reference to Viroil^s^ ^ze^t 

poem the Georgicst 

'♦Xhou that sincjest wlxeat and woodl^nd^ 
Tilth and vineyard, hiv^ and horso Wid hsrd^ 
All the charx:>s of fill the 2aus&& 
Often flovfcring in a lonclv word"* 

Now in the nt3tro of tho Gcoxgicr;^ there ir no place tox tx 
word of three syllables of v/hicb the first and third are long 

and the middle syllable short. But the nominative and accuftativrr' 

of the Latin for trees is jitst such a 7ford| arb<^reG, WolX, in 

*this wonderful pocisu about hvftbandry c^d ccnmtry J.ife Virgil 

nanagcii to say a lot about trees thou^jh precluckni from using a 

qualifying word in the noninative or accusative casr, Xlm tiling 

shows how even und^r a severely restricted laetrlcal schcuc a 

language can be shaped by a toaster • Of course in this cas^ tha 

master was, as described by Xonnyson, 'Wielder of the stateliest 

measure c^^^sr moitldt^d by the lips of i!>Dn*'» 

Sorry for the digression^ but the matter ct^ei^jod of such 
interest that X could not help lacnticuing it. 

To return to th^ learning of English decpite its difficulties, 
Scandinavian a!Kt Dutch schools appear to toach it pretty off ectriVely, 
for the obvious reason that they lund their pupils are highl}' 
motivated to do so. What I an really coning to, however^ after & 
long d^?tour in which it was necessary first to trc^at of Irish and 
English 9 Is why so nany Irish children want to learn French or 
Spanish or German or Italian - that is the order of doxnand for 
these in Irish schools ^ with French leading by a V(»ry long stretch* 




px<iiM»nt tho «sisi>hat.^u in ^»cIio;>Xs h^^'i bean Daivily on its 
litoratur<) ^iikS inri:?cci only otu' yotu^ct^r ttuxcbcsr^ h^-y^fn h&d rj*.\ch 
opportunity to French or hear it upijlwn. toi'oro tho /^ivunt 

of Aor Lindus it tock just tv/cnty-fivo }:t'»;ir« to rer^ch ParAc .fro?n 
Dublin. t^ovf it t!x);ci^s an hcrt^r and a qitarccr* Go» those of t7s 
who G^t about lotixtuit^g to cpv^k French Jn the old days had to be 
pretty corious ttoorxt it« 

What v;ac our r>^tivatloti? For crycei^^ i can only say cnat 
what ln8;pAx:>d lae to continue r.ith Frcitc^i cJftcr my iichoolcJAy© rv.tj 
tliiit 1 ha^2 I"v:vd a j?'::!:^^^ tcach^sr And that t)>ronnh a CMXXv^ixi ec;hoo'^« 
taxtt JU>ttrc^da Mtn rrnulln, ha haJ Jbr;auXci*tijd in j^tq a low of 
t?iO French count ryisi(i?, eo ths.t I was ci;* ^'or Provence, tha acetic 
of the J^JJtiI£2Lfl ^® ^oon ae theza vrae cn^^iicjii money An niy pocicat xo 
bring ne thv*.xe# Others will have had their p^axBOUA.! rcraj^onr*^ 
cois^rcialf Si^cial, love of traval, cttrio^iity about other pi?cpi^c 
{mci thoir wav*» of lifo ami a hui^cired arid era things <io^/n to 
pleasing i^i^ch^r or doing well in CfXaiainatione, Vvh^n all th^-^.t 
is ftaid^ v^itf> Irish caii^iot hope to gain xai^t^rinlly fioia a Itnowlu-igc: 
of French SpanisJi or Gosiaan or Itall^Ji *>C3 would the spH;».\l^>fi: cf 
these lanoyivv}.>e fro^^ a i^novfledgc of Englirh^ Khich ie the 
eotablisiicd vfoxld s»xl.bm for ccixir^^rce and t^cienca* l^iy th^s^ 
vere increasing mtclx?xs of Xrinls people studying Continent i^l 
l£mctiiag%>& ovon before our accession to tho E*E»c:,7 In Ircjl^aid^ 
as in laoTtt countries ^ the na^tivc? cKlucatirn^.! ey^^ten: i« u^z^ro often 
faulted thcii praiec^l^ but it cecriia propov to eay that it ir 
greatly to rho credit of our ecl:ool(^ and young people that 
without the siror of any significant natcrial g^in o n^iy Irl&h 
pupils 8ee!t after a Cositinent;^! language^ i^ightly or urongly it 
is lay belief that \xi tio doing they are c^cting on an instinctive 

/rospeet 



ir0»pcct axid regard .t?or knc;/> :v3.<>^ that 5 thsjnks to c^»rtaln Xltc-r^.ry 
circu^'otOYices w^icb ixe tt^o itiuolved t .t troAt c.^' h^ro^ have* ovn^r 

laany coniurles groxia Into 

Incident ally, tlw tiiGvHt bonofit wliich in tha matter c£ 
lancuucn;^ wa shall in the lo*'.i run derive frots our U«B.C« 
poiaborcihip wiXl not be tho tochni.cd rido. lw<it:her will i i 

tho c.ocpar inoifjlat wo have ^)^ o the M.iw'*a acid hoort^ 

fiaany lidlliond c.f ota* follov; Uuro}>o^n^« 

UeXoiru nroceeaii^ furtlxr let cttfi^u onca /K^xd^ at ilva 
risk of L^iug banal, that in i:y expwirici^cc v/iuit laost izq^ortartt 
in lanfrac*(;o tu*LC.hiug i.j tho c\?n;act bctv.ioon toaciAcr - nd pupil ^ fh^? 
coraaon groantl these twt> find ivn the uubjtict-mftttc-j: of wliat in 
b«r2in9 tauijht, mid tlia inc^ntiv*^? t:hud offocd tu tho pizpil to 
pv^LTSuc hie ctiidles :r\ucthcr« Vid^ Is not £or oiio liTKwnt to cis^ry 
aiiy tsodern aid or taodtim vsluc)i^ j;iiav be ^vail&ble* h*o aid or 
t3iKliu:a is to be nc^lcotcd, Uit it in to b?-^ enpha^isecl that in 
e^Iuc&tion tU:* «K?dAuia is not^ the ne^aaga. It nlgljt bo thought 
suporflttct^.c no to ctrcrs th^* obvicuit, bu** it is bsc*A«ning to 
paid that tf^ aethcl cf toacliin j i« ;?ust aiG iiu5X>rt£.;it as what Id 
taught* v^hat thlD v^an^^ as it 6tcr«ds« in that a teacher ^lio 
only half«!;^^owd his (lubjoct but has laaat£il:b^l thcrciicl'Iy th::; 
s^d^lls of iii;partin(j as auch as dooH Lkoc^ Is of th& 6«in» worth 
as a t©achor wha kncws; !d« subject tliorois^hly but i« n^^^t st,* 
n}cill^ in tbci classrifx>isj in a ziutsholl, tftat a haif-tmth 
tauoht is cTO Qood aa a Vihol^ txuth hi^Xy t^nuv^iit^ >Jhic*i w^iil^ bo 
to l^snoKQ that a ha3.f..truth encailo a halir«lis« Tho int%mtlor. 
of course i» to say thr*t If the truth if* badly packa<jcd, jwsw 
it way got lost on tl*^ way, Woolly-^pttran^d half •truths? ar«r tbz 
deadly orwfrsy of truth* Ir^doed woollj; thiiiJd.ng. and tvooliy 



Isaportant laatter as ^xlucati<m» wJM^ro thoy 2i:vu5? hs^rl a lon^ inr*^^::-, 

Ylma i» ao VKxy imjch isore tUat apriny'^ to the tjlrd abrx.t 
the actual loarains of i &<iocmd JlangiEage^ but. tir^ it:; passinci 
so lot m paM with it to a scccrd ix>int9 nar.<alyt th/^^ ^i[>oci&l 
obstAClM which tho ixoiU^m ago pi.-iCM in the w.y 05" f.'rccr>2 lon^ ur^a;?? 
loMTiwrft* Tho unthixikinf? nioht 03 ttio rfiSf^ing of t^^:h a qu^a^ v:.r. 
as BOioewhat off boaa^ for ha* nf>t modern technology cni'.ihilatccl 
diftt ^cos between countries » iukI in any caf;o c^Jinot cro hoy^v hc^r 
fron onci^e axf^iCbair al£^n*^t any ir;| ./jrt/att forcAU^^ lann i:\<>'.>? It 
truo that with tita proper acidnti:Cic idothods applied to oar and io:z 
it ia poMible for eJLtaont anyono with staying poyr^r to ^trrxSji to 
cpzrdct pronunclAtion mid fair f luancy without ^i^tttnij & foot abrot 
But wliilo in tliio field technology h^s prodncfert tvany r^v; npeciee o£ 
treoa^ in thci fojca of «i inultiplicity of t<&achlTio fdds^ it h^J& 
adso produced a very largo and thicl^y«grciwn t?ocd* Zt is a direct 
result of technological ^vancA that tbroughijnt V7<^9tern Corripe 
second level ^niucation has in a einoie 9ei!eTation cea^od to bo t ho 
preserve of an ^lite^ to bocoae univ{:»r&al« 

Pox this sudden jaass laoveffient of pupils into seccud* vy 
schools of various kinds neither tha schools noi: the pupils had 
had opportunity to prepare. To such an cxtont were th^y 
and 9 for that laatter, society caught unaware that up to thic 
noncnt post^priuary education is still engaged^ in a sllcdxtly 
dascd way 9 in the process of sorting out its clients on a who 
shall vio what basis. All sorts of probler>o havs been thrust » 
on a laroe scale, upon school authorities » ^ for e^caaplc, that of t 
what extent shoitld language teaching be linKod with socio«» 
cultural tz^jMiug (by way perhaps of a vu>xe intensive study of 
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a country <s contemporary literature or its indtictry or hif^tory or 

geography); individiUil, socic^l, or orhor group drf fGrenc :- in 

the rnto of le^xningj ntavaEsS^ the trajisfcjc effects^ if Bwy^ 

between the first foreign language loarjit and tho sc->cond or a 

particulrir second'; the advantr^ges or^ as the car^c i«ay be^ 

drawbacks of Btrcajiung or non-5;treaniiuu ThoPe l^x^d a thousand 

like probltMiiS were? alv.'ayr: tViorO| for claldrcn proj.,cnt an i;\.:;JMite 

variety of natures and talcntc, but the increase in the do:::? nd 

, for post«^]jrii::ary education i.s r^o cnorinc^ur; as to generate s-. Li c s^ os 

> \ 

; and strrvms not only among ivjhool axrectors and teachers hvlg 

as is aj'-.oiit daily evident, among pupils too. To say the lor^st, 
these last are no longer content to regard themselvc-s as a 
captive r.udj.ence* 
^ A further chanfj'3 from earlier tinio5 is that for the vory 

reason that ourss if; % technological ago^ science Making rr-i.c and 
more deiramls on school currici'.i'a at;d tinie^^ tables. Jn particular 
science subjects scoti! to have an appeal jJor boys bt^youd th^t c/ 
foreign languagc^So This ifj not o.t course the v/holo story in 
the mtter of a preponderance of girls at foreign language 
courses » Neither 5ri it the \vhole stc»ry to say that there arc- 
more won^en qualified to teach foreign languages than there are 
men so qitalificdo That ivould bo to beg the question r^ither 
than to ansv/er it. Kot thtit it is proi>osod to try to ansv;er it 
here» This question of boys* l<:ss than fav<«irable attitixdc 
towards foreign languages comptired with that of girls calls 
iii^ <MHi0^f^ v7hole psycho^socioe^historical thesis to itself o 

One of^ several further disadvantages in the ^earning of a 
second language in the ncv/ age is that a clairo to know it 
connotes a fair speaking knowledge^ inclvtding correct pronunciation* 
ERIC /Correct 
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Correct pronunciation doc>s not porhaps matter oil that in 
English^ where KUch a rix-syllablc word hs »extraord:vni ryt 
often carelessly oiven a syllabic <>nd u half, 'strorny^. But 
try 'strorny^ or anythSnrj less than the full five syllcvblcs of 
•oKtraordinairo' on* a Frenchman ana you will be met with a 
puas^led staro. This v,'o31»«laiown pu;?zled staro (or tcrr HiJ o 
sourirc f yrvp crvas as it v.»ar. called in the ciohtocnth century ^ 
it goes back i\t least th<\l; far), iy not, as is^ popular.Ty b.^liovi-tl 
just cuRsodnosy on the Frciichwan^.s i)art. The v,»ord is ic-vlly 
wnintoiligiblo to him unless its ev^'ry syllable is clearly 
pronounced and carries a laoxo or 3er.r» even stress (or, if you 
like, non^stress 

Leaving beliind, but only for lack of sufficio^*"^ timo, the 
"^iVtT^in which tcchnolocjy, as well as boincj our ally, ccvn create 
now difficulties or at leaf.t accentuate old ones, let us move on 
to ^^|#LA^with which this Conference will bo r.pr»oially roncernC'l 
and in vhlch debate waxes keener than forioerly, nai.iely, tho 

probleia of exainiriations. Horo again I pjust be allowed to 
deviate 5?lightly from <advanccd« opinion, which inclines to 
condemn root and branch all examiDations and all their workc and 
pomps* Ny pica is that if they arc an evil, at least let it h;-» 
acknowledged that they are necessary, for there has not yet been 
devised an alternative which is free from the suspicion iff 
partiality as between one pupil and another. Vou tiay know of 
the cartoon in which the master, wavin»j a cane, wariv^ the 
scholar, ••Now t^hat the exaiuination is abolished, that is the 
end of ZjiLCkdoor methods « In future I make the decisions^ 
about you«^ 

In my own privata opinion (but nowadays one is almost afraid 



to employ so licrotical a phrase) examinations are not just 
a n •coBsary nvi l > bv\t r.omotlmes a jicccssary CJ^^*^^* The 
'sometimes • dopcDcIs of course on -thoix nature and forw, it is 
one thing theroforc to x(>.forin th<?m, but quito another to talk 
of their abolition. Re.-Corra is by definition dcGirablo, hnt 
to €->bolish so:.:othTn9 is likely to create now problems ;is 
to rosiolve in o3cl one* 

l'»ofore fLMrthor pursuit of this, you might pn»rhaps be 
intorosted in sniall slic(j of hirroJ>y, the story of how 
publi'^ oxaminations; came cibout in tJiis country in the 
first instance. They started wii:h a purely political i-ikI 

in view. It happened .t)u*R. In IH'il, some time after the 
penal laws restricting the education cf Irish Catholics hc;d 
been repealed, th*^ State launched a nation-wide f^chenie of aid 
for primary schcola here, in the fortn of a subvention towcuds 
the cost of the teachers' salarxes^the provis:ioi3 of book^. 
and of buildinqs, an the conditions, in ter alia that schools 

f ' 

so assisted would 'he oj.>en to children of all denojrination:? 
provide comraon literary and 8e{>aratr: relioious instruction. 
This is to say thati^ in theory at leaf^t (for the Oovernmcnt 
did not «\lways keep its ovm rxtles ),^^F^e system was 
undenominational « •» 

Ik} attejiipi vvvs iiia<le by the State, ho'^vever , to found a 
secondary school system. One reason for this was that tiw 
l^jUj^ilftlk opinion at the timeO^^j^o necessity for sec^miarv 
education save for a select few. Another reason was that in 
Iflk^^dMdltto dcmcoid a number of privi-itc secondary .schools hi^O 
^ sprung up, these usually fotmded and conducted by religions 

c 

to orders, the Church being the only count ry«*wide permanent 



•sor.c times* cloponds of course on 1 l^cJ^Tiaturc ax5d form, ):t is 
one thincj therefore to xt^foxm thGin^ but quite? another to tnlh 
of their aboJ 'lion.^ ne^onii is by uofinilion dccirablo, V^nt 
to i->Nv1ish so'iething is as likely to croate now problei*?^ i s> 
to rciJolve in o.U1 one. 

r^o.fore further pur!4u.it of this, you rnicihl pr>rhaps be 
int<?rcL,tc?d in s'Jiall slid: of h.-ii toi^y, the slory of how 
publ.l'". oxaminatioo.s canio ;iboul in tJiis countiy .in the 
first instance. They st^^rtod with a purely political i-};cl 

in view. It huppr^nod thus. In 3 fr-il , somo tiinc after tho 

« 

penal 1cw;r rcstr.icting the cdvication cf Iri&li Cf?.tholics \mA 
been ronraled, Ih''* State launched a nr^.t ;i on-v/.i.de ^'chc/ini? of aid 
for primary schools liere, iii the foni; of a subv<Mition tO'Vc ids 
the cor,t. of the toacliers' 5i;*larie3^t]ic provisivi^ of booU"' 
and of buildinci?i, vu the conditions, i nt ^^^^^t schoc/l:^ 
so assisted would he oj»on to children of a.l 1 dei.ou'ina tioru- hw} 
provide comnon liti^rary and separate: xeliQious iij*>t ructiori « 
This is to say thr;1^ in theory at Jea^^t (for the GovernuKnt; 
did not always Jceep its ov?n rules )|*/IFf?e system Wcvf? 
unckjuojni national . 

No attempt v;c*s made by the State, however, to found a 
secondary school system. One reason for this was that tX^v 
^A^i^fP^f£^ opinion tit the tiifie^A^^l^io nec€»j>?vity for seo'»j;dctrv 
education save for a select fevj. Another reason ivas that 5n 
llti^|f^mrt*( 1 1 dcmaj-id a mmlv:*r of private >:econdary .schools hc<d 
sprung up, ther,e uRuslly fovnded and conducted by rclic3^oi»53 
ordorr, the CJmrclj being the only country^v:ide peririancnt 
educational agency other than the Gov^rrnrcent . Secondary 
schoolr, ^e expensive institutions, however,- and by the er.d 

vhe 18705 tlie private secondary schools, with the Ca-fho.Uc 
Church ixuthorities at their back., v.erc^ j^ressjnci 5<ard fo»' btate 
Q hiA;, The Government was in a dilci ria, lu the political 
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cirouiiistanccJi of the line, with Parri/?ll«s strx risinc; rc^pidivi 
it was an%ioas lo c^npra^^c^ llio C«\1hoXic Church «\uthoriMo^, on 
tb'i other h'Mi l the l^J:j1i^•}) *non..<:r.!i:rormist coiisxicnco ' , as l.t 
was c.'jllod, v;a<^ not yot prepcircd to tolerate direct 5>t;a*o 
£vt^r;ii.tajico iur donojfiino lional coirfession.O^ - ohools* In the 
UGXX'rJ. British /r-y the olut .ion We'v.? a comproMi j.c?c Undc-r 
law cal.lod tho Jntcrricrr^ r l'f.» nducation Act, p:»ofu:d j.n 1^7 the 
State was; thoncHrforth lo hold annual jAiblic o:r.triinat j on:: lor 
v^iriou? Icval*; o,f s^conflrry i^chooT pujjxls, £\rA ^or cvciy n.M)il 
who p:»si od Ih*^? school v.'oxild receive ijrarit » The paywKMi't.-.by** 
result part of the- plan }k s loncj since dica])]>r\^rc d , hut 
rest rcinains. The Intc i i i^ diatc nPxl Loiwirio T^^ tif icatc ]; i)>lic: 
cxaro nations hc^x\ throughoirt the St«'tto hero ' ^^^^ — 1 n ' Tijr rno 
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were conducted x»nd<^r the Act of 1^7^^, * 

As it happcm:i, a con:villce has rf^cently h.on appoi)it<'d 
by the Mini$;ter for liduc;ition to rt^aJa:? recorimor.ci- t.lons oj> thac 
same interi^iediate Certif.ic"vte l>xanni rition , usurvlly talcen thr* 
aye of 15-10, Xtt^; Chaivi^^M is the la/v. rather Paul And), rv*.. 
from \;hoiii 1 understand v;e r.hal], hr.ve the? p^ivilcve of a 
contribution at Ihjs Conf cr'ji^ce , af:d has just isi;u<^d : n 
inter in repo»rt. Unlike i>ost such 'P^ft^i^Tj^^^^'th.iK one docv; 
not l2iy down the !law, but sets out a nunibor of r>ros and ^-onr:, 
aslciny for the views thereon oS: its readers. One of tlie 
argur.jontf; it subj.utn in favour of the Intermediate coiitirning 
as a ju^blic exnnination is that *it furnishes ttie pupiJ hur.r elf, 
the teacher and tho school with an obioctiv« judriement his 
progre?>s^ The comittce v;ill not, 1 hope, mind if 1 £;iifjv*est 
that it wight Jiave gone a little further. The pupiJ , tho 
teacher and thci school, all three are pet feet ly aware, eft or 
three Of four years' experience, of the pupiJ's progress or 
l«ncl; of it» Any t^eachor here prcrent will bear we out in '^he 
view tli^it he or ch^ would nave no dif/icul ty in placing his ^ 



I'. 

or her pup.ils> in l:iio Vorrcct ordc:): ojT mrvrit hy almor:! i ny 
criterion* 

Xhora is one peri^on, hov/evei-, who does not )aiow .t'cv.; 
certain how Johx'jny or Hary is dorng* That person is Dxq 
parent. The vifal importance of a jiublic cx.vniinat ion at- 
15 or 16, as it sogfis lo rjQ, is tliat fox th<: first tirio it 
gives the parc-nt an objective viev\? of the academic progros:; o.l 
his5 cliiJd, and that not only relative to the pro<jrens o.v 
classf ell'jws ljut to the standard oVi.aining thvouuhout the 
country. If I may rcMoiiiifice, jvr,t once, I luwo a clciri. noroxv 
of. two very worried parents coining to me with the nov'j: th: i. 
their boy, who had alvvayr* received cjood rej^ort*: fron hi*; 
schoo l, had got 10 marks out of jlOO Latin <'*JKi 12 out of_ 

400 in Frenci^^p^ro follow his father prolession he xxTodccP 
Matriculation in two years and at thj o rate how was ho to 
get it? Well, I secured a good « grind' for hin and ho did 
pass Matriculation in due course* But what vjould liave 
happened if the parents had pot discovi^rod until he v/a**. IH 
that he had been idling? 

In tl::it way, therefore, our public examinations have 
all along been what modern ccU'.c^xtiona] thinking would siiielv 
have thoni, that is, not so much a means of selection for 
employinont but rather a 5iignpost, a giiideline, a ineans of 
orientation useful to schools, teachers and pupils but <J:>ove 
all to parents. This of course is not for one second to arpuc 
that a very hard look shQuld not bo taken at the matter and 
form of such oxaininations « An obvious case in this recjard 
is thai where there is no oral test for i^iodern language teachint; 
Q the oral side wi3.1 inevitably sag. At this point non.* 

^ /educationalists 



oduc«vt:lonalists usually stor» thinkiii j . r.cl proc i v,'ith i\ t.:-v1 
fox an oral test. The t Npc^vjcncod ir>achcr, h.»v,ovpr, j ; 
that vih.llo it is liard cnox:^^, whon c« a.i.ing v;.itJr largo tnr, :.t'\s 
of craidirtates, to ensure jc-^arsonablo uniformity of Ptandr r., \u 
even t'A written cx^iriination , .i t is mxich uore drl.f/ J cult to ..^:hjcvo 
such uniformity iii an ora.l toi>t, po th;it ultiJi< tcOy the ori l 
test tonds to bo n c]ualiiyjiK( rather ti;rn a ^r^'.^lod one - v/)uch i 
perhaps nr? bad th.ij)o» 

At r»ny rate, v.hatevoj; t)iO dlf^fic.Hlt i gs way bo, if ir.>'f>.-n 
langtu *:;c n are to bo taught e.^ f ectivcl y , there nust , I th5)i];, be- 
an oraT tost. All I would ;isk is that it should not a5:Sv'.o 
such an inportancc as thcit its demands vj.ill tend 1o weary 
out t)ie class and its tocxcher, Ovcr-iu^e of the It.nguage 
laboratory and numbly repetitive oral »vork can becoMe very 
borincu Nor should glibnes*o in :;peaking be so sought after 
as to bring about neglect of the literary side, A Jaagn;inf/ :v 
its liter. -.lure tire not SiaIl^^^,o twins, t:jt none t})^* lesp '^b^.y 
closely related. And when 1 !^:iy literatu'^e 1 woan ;iur,t l)i * 
There v;as lor a ti?no (l don't knov/ v;hetb<n. it is still r.o) a 
fashion of r-etting dotectivo Ptorier. a« school texts in jio-cJon; 
languagcrs. The trouble in that regard is that if there is 
anything more boring than to,xe;id a detective story u second 
time it is, as must happen with a school te^:t, to have to ro^ui 
it a third time, vrhcreas the oftener^a piece of literature ir 
read the ii?ore it gains in interestTS5^(<p-"Seizo this pportunily 
to ride a hobby.-horse» It ha.«: gone out of vogue sowcnvhat, 1 
am told, to ask children to learn poetry by heart. Hut surolv 
God intended that the gpod ner'ories He hr-^s given to children 
and adolescents should be put to use. Unfortunately in p^r.t 
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tii.K.\s tlie ;?jarv;c?3 ToTKS ciifl ox incir.ory tv^^^ ur.r-U t*/ Toad tho 
with liiOiivAl .li5i:!)r*r . Eut v.Jiy yo to Chc> other Cr.itrer'O? 
bettor u*;g couJcl bo found JTor this o:i;rt of Providence x\\\\i\ i :»f 
momorir.inv) by yoxmg poopir^ of nob] o linos vyhicli will be i\ C:^\'^x;w 
to thojr .1.11 thv^ir d<^ys. Why niirder a bc^ciutiful sonnet by 
dissocliiiq it (v;e all knov; Iho lormul; - time, place, no\t» r, 
form) \vh<»n to li?Arn it by heart would put the c!i']a1 in 
possosi j on of ti Joy for over, 

Thi/.'c^ is of course no end to what f^ould bo rj.rid for 

••Qairjst ocaruinat;! onf* » One arnument often h.earfl but of wljic}> i\ 
xvs hard to see the force tliat r. stu'tent is ayked in a ii'illet; 
of l)ourr. to liar sh:il vjlv.t ha^ trl'en liin y<.»ar s to learn . Wwi y 
tJiis not a j)rG»-viow of what life is c;o:i n^j to hold for'hinV Ar.e 
n%ot all ot us faeed frori tii^e to tiine v.lth juobleins denan<b j};! 
f^jjeedy or: insta nt dooi i^^ionr: b;r;pd on a life's r*::por IrnreV 

Let me conclu'le on public eyai^n lu'rl rJ onr» v.'ith three e^id;-,,:-.! 
ptiints, one in favour of ^thoii, tlie otjier idvitinrj cauticji y w 
regard to then and in relation to tlK- exam.inino of hii Lory 

at school level. In their favour x\\ \.\\kX iS: they are ey.orej c 
as t>einfj the c;or ^ of tlic devi3^ their ]>.'ace ii5 liable to tK> 
taken by revr.-n dev.iTr; vforr»<* than thej'):;fj'J ves , by which 1 moa)) 
oxaminal joTi5^ conducted by corf^-rcial jnter<:sts, for ivg ii.v>d be 
in no do>*bt that examinations rre dear to ):»any school 
authori' ier. , jf not to. their pupils. The end result v.ouJd ol 
course be that the employer 'v. criterion uould not be attainu7 jnt. 
on v/hich hc» would have no r,;e^ni; of exerciiii ng a cor:.paiat ive 
judoGMcnt, but tV^o standinrj of the school.^ ruid on an old ju.hool 
tic basis justice might or night not Iv^ done but it would 
certainly not be seen to be done, 

. On the otl>er hand, v^horc h public examination rorjuirer. :» 
pass in c- pcjjrtlcular group of FubjectG, the axcj^^iination , and not 



llv school <M!;:noritios sir tbo .i.:v::;<M:t.c>rs , .^v^: tho i^r n i i . ri; r,., 
liic* curriciilvu.!, Sucrt insl. riv ir» tjj<.' .''>^^iuJ.rCi;»ouv.s 
Mat riculfitiort in th'? K ..L i.orial Univo- :;ity '' t i.rcJann\ yr;r 
iriraiy years four of the f.ivo, subjcc.t:^ thoro n.:c^'lod for ; j>a<;!> 
\v:>rc Irish, Uncjlish, l.;.1jn .-^nd I -r. ::i:cs.)ft^tic^ , Without jv .^rii.n 
<iny judgcinont on the? in'rjilr; or oi.i)0,:v.'icc of rhir. riilc^, it ir. 
sn:J.d that it Icxt littlo t.ijne in i »' ' sl^ scco ifiary scbo':.' i s for 
the? c\\ltxvrA.ir,,i of cent inv^ntal laivj\»agos or ;:<:icnco. :it ir 
s<H.'.'t I nj.; coni t;j-,(lod th.;1. 1 ])C cOiisv/.t to this j.nrc.blcm .i & t^::»'t ti.-: 
sciiof)! author.! 1 D cr> slio:0<l from tli': I >v'fiinn3 r»n nrouj) thr )>op:I},: 
into i:.*\t ri CU.1 txiiii^oriojUpd imd otlvM wise-oj ^ f-^tv: d , bv\. 
trouble is that no ono caii tcl] miLi] the fio^l yv?ar v:ho :is 
Qoipfi to pursue what avoc; tjon. T<:rM.inal ex.»f:.'.v.iat ion 
requi rcMtionti? do thore/oro <\irect r-Ci-jcol curricula mucli ^.o>o 
than is conorally real j bed by the j>ul)J.ic, 

Fir.'Qiy th(:r:;:(^ is t)vi tia(v/.tion of the o.t'^nj m' ;ig of i ■'^lory. 
A drawback to f^ot exanir.at io is on sv"'. jiroo^^^^'"^^^ ot»ncr;>/* / y is 
that they tend l.o discouraQ^ initi:it.»vo on tho y>:irt of tho 
teac)i<:r. In no subject xr^ this luore to t)ian Jiintoy, vvl.i-r* 
there are so iiu'vny viev.'poiii Is ivhich icieht be tak<Mi, so in.'^j»y 
vista' adovn whirh explorations mighl be made «Mid so luauy 
exciting aroai; to choose Iroi^? if the te«-\choi h:*.d a 5MM» c)joice 
But the princij^:^! objection to the ex.^jiiinjno of the subject 
history before the univerrity stage is reacherl is that the 
pu||h*^"cannot porsibly he in po5:f e5>:.Jon of enough evidence 
to nakc the series of jTidgencnts that the study of history 

cntniln. To* tho question, for instance, •'Jhr»t were the c;'.use 
of the Seve!; Years • War* he c;in an^^^S^^^t'T^^^^acher or 
text-book has told him, whereas in I«Jatheinatics, say, he rrieht 
work out a little more for himself or in literature have a fo*.? 
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ideas of his owno At prinary or secondary school level th«.> 
pupil shoi'ld of course be encouraged to interest hiriSGl;r in lue 
story of the past (there is no roore fasci^iating subject), Viut 
on the basis that it is a story and so only part and perhapo not 
an entirely accurate part of history* This 1 know nusx soui.d 
slightly pedantic and stuffy but if one thinks the thing ovor 
it does border on the absurd to seek in an examinaticn kno'^lcdgc 
which can only be a regurgitation* It seems to me therefore tb^ 
•history' should be taught in «=irnool for pleasure and as a 
bridge towards a better understanding of other peoples rather 
than ac the exauiination subject 'History', 

With that, Madam Chairman, ladies and gentleman, cones 
an end to ray riding of pedagogic hobby-horses, my preaching to 
the converted or to the unconvinced and the pursuit of all the 
other Presidential hares of which I have been guilty. It 
would perhaps have been desirable for roe to have had moy;e to 
say of adult learners. My excuse is that xl is always better 
to treat of what one knows best and my experience has been 
mostlv with secondary schools and their pupils. 

Thank you all very much for yo!^x patience and, if I may, 
let me welcorae you all to Ireland with a cead mile faille (for 
the scientific- minded that meixns lu welcomes to the power of 5). 
I should like at tlie same time to thank sincerely our charming 
and energetic lady Chairman, who was the moving spirit in the 
organising of this Conference* Finally, it is the sincere 
hope of the Irish participants that our visiters from abroad 
will enjoy their stay among us as much as we shall enjjoy it. 



